
 

 
Date: ______________________ 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian of       
 
The Deer Valley Unified School District offers a comprehensive core reading curriculum to all K-3 students in 
which the academic achievement of each student is monitored throughout the school year. The District’s core 
reading program, Reading Street, includes all of the components of early literacy skills: Phonemic Awareness, 
Phonics, Vocabulary, Fluency, and Comprehension.  
 
Teachers and administrators at our school are dedicated to helping your child become a successful reader. As 
part of this commitment, our district assesses all kindergarten, first, second and third grade students three times 
per year.  We use the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), the 95% Group 
Phonological Awareness Screening Inventory (PASI) and Phonics Screening Inventory (PSI) to see how your 
child is doing in learning important reading skills.  At this time, these assessments have indicated that your 
child is performing below grade level in the area of reading.  It is our mission to help your child achieve the 
academic goal of performing at grade level in reading.  
 
This letter is to inform you that your child’s current reading level is:  
 
   ☐ Partially Proficient / Strategic 
   ☐ Minimally Proficient / Intensive 
 
According the Move on When Reading law, ARS §15-701, students that score falls far below in the “minimally 
proficient” category on the reading portion of the State Achievement Test will be retained in third grade.  There 
are three exemptions from ARS §15-701.  In accordance with the law, a school district governing board or the 
governing body of a charter school is allowed to promote a student who earns a score of “minimally proficient” 
on the third grade statewide reading assessment only for the following reasons: 

• The student is an English Language Learner or Limited English Proficient who has received less than 
two years of English instruction; or 

• A student with disabilities has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), and the IEP-team, which 
includes the student’s parent/guardian, agrees that promotion is appropriate 

• A student is in the process of a special education referral or evaluation for placement in special 
education and/or a student who has been diagnosed as having a significant reading impairment, 
including dyslexia 

Your child’s teacher will provide small group instruction within the 90 minute reading block.  During that 
small group instruction time, they will work on skills at his/her instructional level.  They will also use Reading 
Street as the core reading program.  Working with the reading specialists, your child’s progress will be 
monitored for growth. 
 
Classroom teachers, reading specialists, and other support staff may provide intervention to your child outside 
the 90 minute reading block.  During this time, your child will receive research based instruction and best 
practices in reading.  This intervention will be in a small group setting and based on students’ instructional 
needs.  Your child’s progress will be monitored over time and you will be periodically notified about your 
child’s performance. 
 
Working together, we will help your child be a successful reader and show growth toward grade level 
standards. 
 
If you have any questions about this process, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

6-9-16 



 

 
 
 

Tips for Promoting Reading Success 
 

 
 
 

Homework 
 

• Provide time and space for your child to work 
• While doing homework, turn off the TV and other distractions 
• Check backpacks and folders for communication and returned work 
• Look for opportunities to recognize your child’s successes and celebrate learning 

 
 

Reading at Home 
 

• Provide books and reading material at the appropriate level and interest for reading practice 
• Help your child find time to read for a minimum of 20 minutes a day 
• Set reading goals with your child and monitor the goals through a reading log 
• Provide opportunities for your child to read before and after school 
• Model good reading by reading to your child 
• Play games that involve reading 
• Ask your child questions before, during and after reading 
• Keep books and reading materials in the car 
• Have your child read along with audiobooks and reread favorite books to build fluency 

 
School Home Connection 

 
• Encourage your child to check out books from the school library 
• Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher 

 
 
 
 
Information about the Move On When Reading law, (A.R.S. 15-701) can be found at:   
http://www.azed.gov/mowr/families/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


